
Accreditation training for Young 
People's Supported 
Accommodation Service



‘As the young people begin to perceive  
themselves as poor learners, and are 
perceived as such by their peers, self-
esteem plummets and can manifest itself 
as bad behaviour, poor attendance and low 
attainment’ 

Swarbrick, N. Eastwood, G & Tutton, K. (2004) Self-esteem & 
successful interventions as part of the Forest School project. Support 
for Learning, Vol 19, No 3 (p.144)



Background 
Accreditation: 
• Acknowledges learning that has taken place
• Supports future engagement with the young 

person
• Reinforces that the person CAN LEARN
• Supports a more positive self-image, than 

they may have of themselves currently. 
• This is a new a consistent accreditation offer 

being funded through OCC 



The Accreditation Process 



AQA Unit Awards
• A nationally accredited scheme. 
• Oxfordshire Council County has been using the 

scheme in different settings since June 2004.
• The accreditation framework is flexible and 

able to recognise a wide range of young 
people’s achievements. 

• It can recognise new skills, attitudes and 
knowledge. 

• As long as the student's achievement is a valid 
and worthwhile learning experience, almost 
any activity can be recognised.



Oxfordshire Achievement Awards

Works in the same way 
as an AQA, but there is 
a lot more flexibility in 
what we can chose to 
accredit. 
OAAs can be linked to 
an individual young 
person’s plan or small 
groups work sessions.  



Other Awards that OCC uses



Finding an AQA Award for a 
young person

https://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/unit-
award-scheme/units

https://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/unit-award-scheme/units


Using the search function





Claiming an AQA Award for a 
young person



Claiming an OAA Award for a 
young person

To write a new OAA 
you need to:

Decide on the awards 
title.

Create an aim for the 
work that you are 

going to do with the 
young person.

Create between 5 to 8 
learning outcomes that 
are achievable but are 
suitably developmental 
for that young person. 

Decide how you are 
going to evidence that 

the OAA has been 
achieved. 



Questions?

More in formation about 
accreditation will be 

available on the OCC 
Website including the 

guide written for YPSAS
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